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As designated by 23 authoritative lists

Product-Chemical combinations that may cause 
harm

Manufacturer evaluation of alternatives

DTSC considers range of possible responses 



• 23 Authoritative Lists 

• Menu of chemicals we
can evaluate for listing as 

part of a Priority Product

• ~2,000 chemicals

• Automatically updates 
with authoritative list

Exclusions

• FIFRA pesticides 

• Prescription drugs 

• Radioactive Chemicals

• Natural toxins

Authoritative List Examples:

• 303(c) and 303(d) 

• OSPAR* Priority Action Part A 

• Several PBT lists

• CA Maximum Contaminant 
Levels

• CA Notification Levels 

*Oslo and Paris Conventions for the Protection of the Marine Environment 

of the North-East Atlantic
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http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/SCP/SourceLists.cfm


4

www.calsafer.dtsc.ca.gov 4

http://www.calsafer.dtsc.ca.gov/
http://programs/sites/spwp/ECE/Images1/1chem_T.png
http://programs/sites/spwp/ECE/Images1/1chem_T.png


Potential exposure to the 
Candidate Chemicals in 
the product AND

Potential for exposures to 
contribute to or cause
significant or widespread 
adverse impacts

 Chemicals are 
considered in the 
product context

 No numerical weighting 
or ranking system

 Narrative standard
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Hazard Endpoints and Adverse Impacts 
Evaluated

Including:

 Aggregate Effects

 Cumulative Effects

 Physiochemical Properties

 Environmental 
Fate/Persistence

 Impairment of waste 
management organisms

 Loss of genetic diversity

 Phytotoxicity
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OEHHA Green Chemistry Hazard Traits 
HSC Chapter 54, Division 4.5, Title 22
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Priority Products Work Plan
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Household/Office 
Furniture/

Furnishings
Beauty, Personal 
Care and Hygiene 
Products

Building Products –
Paint Products, 
Adhesives, Sealants, 
Flooring

Cleaning 
Products

Clothing

Fishing and Angling 
Equipment

Office Machinery 
Consumable Products   

2015 – 2017 Priority Product Work Plan Categories
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Priority Product Process
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Per- and polyfluorinated alkyl 
substances (PFAS) in carpets, 
rugs, upholstered furniture, & 
their care products

Work Plan Next Steps - Webinar
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November 15, 10:30am

Aquatic impacts from
Nonylphenol Ethoxylates &
Triclosan

Nail salon products

http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/SCP/Workshops.cfm



 Non-regulatory

 Start the conversation 

 Present process, background for concern, and key 
questions that we have

 For NPEs and Triclosan:
• Aquatic monitoring and toxicology data

• Other CECs

• Product use
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Fall Work Plan Next Steps - Webinar
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Fall Work Plan Next Steps - Webinar

Alternative Flame Retardants
Fluorinated Chemicals
Pesticides, Plasticizers

Microplastic
Many others

PFOS
Fipronil

Nonylphenol
PBDEs

None currently

HBCD
Pyrethroids*

Pharmaceuticals
Personal Care Product Ingredients

PBDDs and PBDFs



Priority Product Process
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Key Concepts

• Manufacturer 
evaluation

• Narrative standard

• Available for public 
comment

Answers key questions: 

– Is it necessary?

– Is there a safer alternative?

– Have regrettable substitutes been 
avoided?

Broader than AA frameworks. Requires: 

– Ecological impacts

– Life cycle impacts

– Economic analysis
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 Draft Regulatory Response 
proposed by DTSC

 Available for Public 
Comment

 Final Regulatory Response

Many possible responses:

No response 
Additional info to DTSC
Additional info to 

consumers
Additional safety measures
 Sales restrictions/ 

prohibitions
 End-of-life product 

stewardship
 Research funding
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SCP as Source Control 

 Regulations allow targeting source of CECs instead of 
trying to treat and remove them from waste streams

 Increasingly important as recycled water/potable 
reuse options are considered and used 
• Need to understand presence of chemicals and which are 

of most concern
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Flame Retardants in SF Bay

Sutton et al. 2015
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Copper in Brake Pads

 Brake Pad Partnership case study found brake pads 
largest source of copper in discharges to SF Bay

 CA law limits copper and other contaminants in 
brake pads
• DTSC regulations effective January 1, 2017

 Projected to save an estimated $1 billion in 
stormwater treatment costs
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SCP Data Needs

 Recent data on presence of chemicals in:
• Aquatic environments (surface water, groundwater, sediment, 

biota)

• WWTPs and recycled water 

 Chemicals that may interfere with water 
processes
• Ex. OCSD

 Chemical trends and emerging concerns
 Prioritization for California
 Source identification
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Zinc in Tires

 CASQA report identified 
tires as one of two 
major sources of zinc in 
urban runoff 
• Comprehensive 

assessment of possible 
sources

• Conceptual model 
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RMP Input During SCP Process

 Comment periods for:
• Priority Product Work Plans

• Priority Product Regulations 

• Final Alternatives Analyses

• Draft Regulatory Responses

 Involvement in workshops 

 Petitions: Chemical, Priority Product
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Thank you

anne.doherty@dtsc.ca.gov

http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/SCP

SaferConsumerProducts@dtsc.ca.gov

http://www.calsafer.dtsc.ca.gov
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