
Sources Pathways and Loading Workgroup Meeting 
December  15th, 2005 10 am – 3 pm 

SFEI Conference Room 
7770 Pardee Lane 2nd Floor 

Oakland CA 94621 
 

Agenda 
10:00 am      

Item #1  
Welcome 

Welcome and introductions (Lester McKee, SFEI) 
- Changes or additions to the agenda 
- Today’s objectives 

 
10:10 am   

Item #2  
Mapping stormwater drainage and drainage areas in the Bay Area (WLA/OMC) 

 
- Context: William Lettis and Associates and Oakland Museum of California have been developing 

maps of 24 in storm drains, creeks, and watershed boundaries for more than a decade. These maps 
are the best resource we have for understanding sources, pathways, and loadings of water, 
sediment, and contaminants in the small tributaries and storm sewersheds around the Bay margin. 
These maps will likely become a primary GIS resource for tracking contaminants and modeling 
stormwater flows and loads. 

- Presentation on progress to-date (Janet Sowers, WLA) 
- Open discussion and review (WG) 
- Desired outcome: Build support for completion of the effort and developing a mechanism for 

future updates and new and re-development change watershed hydrography 
 
10:40 am 

Item #3  
Estimating sediment loads in ungauged watersheds using statistical models (PWA) 

 
- Context: Gaining a better understanding of total suspended sediment load from the local tributaries 

is important for a range of reasons including: 1. “Clean” sediment derived from the upper parts of 
watersheds help to dilute contaminated sediments derived from urban areas and already in the 
Bay, 2. Sediment from local tributaries can be a valuable resource for wetlands restoration 
particularly in the south Bay, 3. Sediment is the main vector for transporting Hg and PCBs (and 
other emerging contaminants) – understanding sediment sources helps us to understand 
contaminant sources and might assist us to extrapolate limited data from one watershed to another. 

- Presentation on draft report funded by Prop 13 grant awarded to SFEI (Setenay Bozkurt, Adam 
Parris, Jeff Haltiner, PWA) 

- Open discussion and review (WG) 
- Desired outcome: Provide an overview of the written report and select a date for receipt of WG 

written comments. 
 
11:10 am 

Item #4  
Choosing a location for a 2nd small tributaries loading study 

 
- Context: We have completed a draft meme product of a small RMP funded review and 

reconnaissance field project ($7.5k) to help make decisions on where to sample next. 
- Presentation of the matrix of information about each potential sampling location (Sarah Pearce, 

SFEI) 
- Open discussion (Workgroup) 



- Desired outcome: Provide WG with an overview of the written memo and select a date for receipt 
of votes on the selection of the best sampling location. 

 
12:00 pm 

Item #5  
Review of proposals for SPL special and pilot studies 

- Context: The RMP has funds for special and pilot studies available for small projects in 2006-
2009. We are presently requesting proposals for consideration through the Workgroups. 

- Open discussion and ranking (Workgroup) 
- Desired outcome: Compile verbal review comments and decide on a date for receipt of concept 

proposal ranking that will then be presented to the TRC for consideration in the 1st meeting of 
2006. 

 
12:30 pm            

Lunch 
Lunch provided as long as you arrive at the meeting before 11 am to put in your lunch request. 
 
1:30 pm 

Item#6 
SPLWG 5-yr work plan published 

- Context: Lester authored and circulated the draft 5-year Work Plan for SPLWG review in April. 
Oral comments were received at the May WG meeting and written comments were received from 
Jon Konnan Fred Hetzel, Paul Salop, Richard Looker, Trish Mulvey, and Josh Collins. The work 
plan was then finalized a sent to the WG and TRC for a 15 day approval period. 

- Open discussion (Workgroup) 
- Desired outcome: Discuss the use of the document and annual update process. 

 
1:45 pm 

Item #7  
Mallard Island Larger Rivers Loading Study 

- Context: The RMP has approved funding for continuation of the Mallard Island study at various 
levels 2006-2009.  

- Presentation on recent SETAC poster and discussion of Work plan (Nicole David, SFEI) 
- Open discussion and questions (Workgroup) 
- Desired outcome: Update the WG on progress and receive and compile oral review. 

 
2:15 pm  

Item #8  
Guadalupe River Small Tributaries Loadings Study 

- Context: The Guadalupe River is known to be contaminated with Hg from mining activities and 
urbanization, with PCBs associated with historic urban use, with OC pesticides associated with 
historic urban and agricultural applications, and with PBDEs associated with current use. SFEI has 
led the first long-term loading study in the Bay Area beginning October 2002. There is support for 
continuation in WY 2006 but funding is not yet secured.   

- Presentation of highlights of the Yr-3 work including a brief comparison between Coyote Creek 
and Guadalupe River (Hg only) (Lester McKee, John Oram, SFEI) 

- Open discussion and questions (Workgroup) 
- Desired outcome: Select a date for receipt of review comments from the WG. 

 
3:00 pm 
Adjourn  
 
Attachment: Map of how to get to SFEI 
 



7770 Pardee Lane 
Oakland CA 94621 

 

 
 


