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June 25, 2009 
Work Plan  
2009 RMP Data Integration – Mesohaline Benthic Index Development 
 

 
The Tasks described in this document continue the work began in 2008 on validation 

and testing of benthic assessment tools for the mesohaline portions of the San Francisco 
Estuary.  These tools are necessary for application of the Sediment Quality Objectives (SQO) 
in the Estuary, providing the benthic assemblage assessment component of the SQO.   

This project will be conducted with the guidance of the Benthic Work group that was 
established in 2008.  The Tasks described below were identified and recommended by the 
Work Group.  Additionally, the work group will provide expert opinion and review for the 
project.   The Work Group will also work on SQO development in the Delta, using SWRCB 
funds.  RMP funds are earmarked only for the mesohaline indices.    
 
 
Tasks 
 
1.  Best Professional Judgment of Mesohaline Benthic Condition  
 

 Complete data standardization to include habitat variables (salinity, grain-size, TOC) 
 Identify and recruit benthic experts 
 Identify samples from a range of mesohaline conditions for evaluation 
 Conduct and evaluate BPJ exercise.  Analysis will include identification of consensus 

indicators for mesohaline benthic assessments 
 
To be completed by September 1, 2009 
 
 
2.  Mesohaline Index Revision and Testing    
 
This Task may include revision of existing of mesohaline and /or creation of a new 
mesohaline index, based on evaluation and testing of benthic indicator metrics related to the 
BPJ gradient, which will be used as the benchmark for the mesohaline index.   
 This Task will require considerable testing and validation and may not be completed 
by the end of 2009.   A final agreed-upon, validated index will be completed in 2010.    
 
To be completed by October 15, 2009. 
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 3.  Work Group Meeting #2   
 
The benthic work group will meet to review the results of the BPJ exercise and draft 
mesohaline benthic indices.   The meeting is scheduled for August 24, 2009    
 

 Meet with planning team (SCCWRP, SFEI) 
 Prepare meeting materials and presentations   
 Conduct Workshop  

  
To be completed by September 1, 2009. 
 
 
4. Reporting  
 
This project will be completed by production of a two RMP Technical Reports that 
summarize the 2008-2009 projects.         
  

a)   Benthic Assemblages in SF Estuary and Delta 
b)   The Mesohaline Benthic Index.   

 
To be completed by December 31, 2009 
 
 
Budget  
 
 

Task Bruce Sarah Aroon 
Direct 

Exp.  

1. Best Professional Judgment 20 53 20 $4,000  (BPJ Panel)  
2. Mesohaline Index Revision and Testing 20 24  
3. Workgroup mtg 2 16 4 16  

4. Reporting 20  32   

Total hours 76 57 92  
Total cost $9,120 $6,054 $5,861  $25,035 
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June 26, 2009 
 
Request for Additional Funding 
RMP Data Integration Project 
Development of Mesohaline Benthic Index 
 
 

The Benthic Work Group has decided to conduct a Best Professional Judgment 
Exercise to assist with the development of the mesonaline benthic index. This exercise 
requires the enlistment of a group of 7-9 benthic ‘experts’ to evaluate samples.  While some 
may provide this service at no cost (state, federal, local agencies) others from universities or 
private institutions may request reimbursement for their time.  We would like to be able to 
offer an ‘honorarium’ of $500 per participant, if requested, to assure that we can successfully 
complete this exercise.  Therefore, we request that an additional $4,000. be allocated to this 
project for this purpose, should it be needed.     
 


