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Specific Questions to be Addressed In
the Next Five Years

> What are the spatial and temporal patterns of
Impacts of sediment contamination on benthic
biota?

> Which pollutants are responsible for observed
Impacts on benthic biota?

> Are the toxicity tests, benthic community
assessment approaches, and the overall SQO
assessment framework wWe are using reliable
iIndicators of Impacts on benthic biota?
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Major Elements for the Next Five Years

> Status and Trends Monitoring

> Causes of Sediment Impacts

> Understanding and Improving
Sediment Assessment Tools




Project Goals

> Verity and improve newly-developed sediment
T1E methods for the estuarine amphipod
Eohausorius estuarius.
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Sediment Chemistry Highlights

> Ambient sediment chemicals were below.
threshold limits

> Sediment contained a complex mixture of
chemicals
o SQGAQ = 21.3 (Fairey et al. 2001) — 6.9
without chlordane (toxicity expected at >3.5)
> Some evidence of PAH toxicity — R.
abronius LLC50 exceeded and models
predict small contribution
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