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Elephant seals at a San Luis Obispo County heach
(photo by Peter Thoeny, courtesy of CC BY 2.0)

The Ocean Protection Council (OPC) and SFEI are mapping the wetlands, beaches and related
habitats of California’s coastal watersheds, to help implement the OPC's 2020-2025 Strategic Plan
and the California Wetland Program Plan. The specific objectives of the inventory are:

Map the abundance, distribution,
and diversity of wetlands and related
habitats;

The inventory will:

Support coordinated climate
adaptation by coastal

communities;

Create community capacity
to update the inventory as

needed.

» incorporate a crosswalk among regional classification systems, allowing existing habitat maps to be

WHY IS THE COASTAL INVENTORY NEEDED?
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Many of these types of surface waters coexist in California coastal watersheds, as evidenced for the watershed of Limantour

Estero at Point Reyes National Seashore (see map, upper right). The level of detail will vary based on data availability.

compiled coast-wide;

» provide dashboards and other online tools for the public to track progress toward multiple OPC
strategic targets for habitat protection and restoration;

» summarize local and regional information about the current distribution, abundance, and diversity
of aquatic habitats;

» enable the public to visualize changes in habitats over time.

Looking into a tide pool at Fitzgerald Marine Reserve
(photo by Elaine with Grey Cats, courtesy of CC BY 2.0)



https://www.sfei.org/cari
https://www.opc.ca.gov/
http://www.opc.ca.gov/webmaster/ftp/pdf/agenda_items/20200226/OPC-2020-2025-Strategic-Plan-FINAL-20200228.pdf
https://mywaterquality.ca.gov/monitoring_council/wetland_workgroup/docs/cdfg_swrcb_wrkpln.pdf

Rocky shoreline and tidal pools at Fitzgerald Marine Reserve

\ Ty I ) ; Drakes Estero, Point Reyes National Seashore
(photo by CSCF1598, courtesy of CC BY 2.0)

Pink areas show the geographic
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https://www.mywaterquality.ca.gov/monitoring_council/wetland_workgroup/
https://mywaterquality.ca.gov/monitoring_council/index2.html
https://www.ecoatlas.org/
https://www.sfei.org/projects/coastal-inventory
mailto:maria.rodriguez@resources.ca.gov
mailto:cristina@sfei.org

