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Along Arroyo las Positas, channelization
and increases in impervious surface cover
have likely increased flow velocities and created an imbalance of water and sediment, leading to channel incision and downstream
sedimentation. In addition, urban development has reduced and fragmented rare wetland habitats in the Springtown alkali sink.
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Change Over Time
e Agricultural expansion into riparian corridor

Historical channel configura-

- tion over modern aerial photo.
Today Arroyo Mocho is a
single-threaded channel
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Today, managers are exploring ways to balance the demand for flood control and reliable water supply with the need to protect
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contributed to contemporary stream management challenges, with a focus on Arroyo Mocho and Arroyo las Positas.
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Stanford, B., R. Grossinger, et al. (2013). Alameda Creek Watershed
historical ecology study. Richmond, CA, San Francisco Estuary
Institute-Aquatic Science Center.

2) Use insights about landscape-scale patterns and processes drawn from historical ecology and contemporary studies to develop
potentially cost-saving management strategies to mitigate erosion and sedimentation, restore in-channel complexity and
floodplain connectivity, and improve riparian and aquatic habitat.

e Braided channel up to modern-day Holmes Street Bridge,
after which it transitioned to a single stem reach

Aerial photos from 1940 and 2007 show the persistence of Arroyo Mocho’s distributaries decades after ditching and urbanization pressures. (USDA 1940; Google Earth 2007)
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