As of 2020, over 94% of Californians live in urban
areas. Many urban spaces are covered in concrete
and asphalt, which can be hot, noisy, and impact
both people and wildlife. These surfaces leave little
room for plants to grow, change the flow of water,
increase temperature, and make it difficult for

animals to find food, shelter, and safe travel routes.

Urban greening means bringing more plants, trees,
and natural spaces into our neighborhoods, along
with all the benefits they provide. This can be as
simple as planting trees, creating community
gardens, or adding green roofs. It can also be as
complex as restoring creek corridors and building
new parks. These projects create cooler, healthier,

and more welcoming spaces for people and wildlife.

Restored creeks and wetlands (parks)

Urban Greening improves the health and wellbeing of
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people and nature by:

Rain gardens and GSI features (residential)

Planting trees and vegetation
(especially native plants) to cool air,
reduce pollution, and provide food and
shelter for wildlife.

Connecting habitat to link parks and
greenways so wildlife can move safely.

Expanding spaces that absorb water to
slow runoff, filter stormwater, and reduce
flooding.

Shaping healthier spaces to encourage
activity, gathering, and connection to
nature.
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BENEFITS OF URBAN GREENING

FLOOD REDUCTION HELPING WILDLIFE THRIVE

GET INVOLVED!

IMPROVING HUMAN
HEALTH

A PRODUCT OF

NEXT GENERATION For more information:

URBAN GREENING www.sfei.org/projects/next-
generation-urban-greening
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