Michael Stewart Connor
Overview

Dr. Connor is the Executive Director of the San Francisco Estuary Institute, a non-profit
environmental science institute funded through grants, contracts, and discharge fees. Its mission
is to foster development of the scientific understanding necessary to enhance and protect the San
Francisco Estuary, through monitoring, research, and communication. He has led environmental
programs for organizations in the private (Program Manager, Battelle Ocean Sciences), public
(Director of Environmental Quality, Massachusetts Water Resources Authority), and non-profit
(Vice President, New England Aquarium; Executive Director, San Francisco Estuary Institute)
sectors. He has been responsible for developing public support and oversight of over $150
million of environmental projects.

Education
B.S. Biology (with Distinction) Stanford University - 1974 (Phi Beta Kappa)
Ph.D. Biological Oceanography, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution/MIT - 1980
Research Fellow, Interdisciplinary Programs in Health at the Harvard School of Public Health.
(1981-1983)

Multi-media environmental health risk assessment of toxic constituents in sewage

sludge disposal and re-use.

Relevant Experience

Executive Director, San Francisco Estuary Institute (200present)

The San Francisco Estuary Institute is a non-profit science institute funded through grants,
contracts, and discharge fees. Its mission is to foster development of the scientific understanding
necessary to enhance and protect the San Francisco Estuary, through monitoring, research, and
communication. SFEI has ~ 40 employees and an annual budget of $7 million. Having suffered
through several deficits before he arrived, SFEI’s net worth has increased by 50% since his
arrival. Its public visibility and scientific publication rate have also increased.

Adjunct faculty, UC Santa Cruz Environmental Science. (206-present Organized and
taught a class on critical coastal issues for California.

Vice President, Programs and Exhibits, New England Aquarium (1998002)

The New England Aquarium is one of the oldest non-profit aquaria in the country with an annual
budget of approximately $25 million. He oversaw the departments that create all the Aquarium’s
exhibits and conservation, education, and research programs. During his tenure, NEAq opened
four new critically-acclaimed exhibits and increased grant funding by 30%.

Adjunct faculty, UMASS Boston Environmental Studies Program. (2002002



Director, Environmental Quality Dept., Massachusetts Water Resources Authority (1988
1998)

The Environmental Quality Department (approximately 75 people, annual budget of $7.5
million) was comprised of three units --- Harbor Studies, NPDES Compliance Program, and
Central Laboratory. The department evaluates the impact of cleanup efforts on the
environmental health of Boston Harbor and Massachusetts Bay; evaluates compliance with the
Authority’s NPDES permits, coordinates the data reports received from environmental
laboratories with the information needed for permit reporting and compliance and provides for
the Authority’s environmental analytical needs. He developed the harbor and bay monitoring
program for MWRA to address public regulatory concerns that allowed for the permitting and
public buy-in of the crucial link in our $4 billion re-construction and siting of sewage treatment
for Boston.

Japan Society Public Policy Fellow (1997)
Summer fellowship at the Research Institute of Wastewater Management comparing watershed
management in Japan and the United States.

Principle Research Scientist, Battelle Ocean Sciences (198#88)

Managed contractor assistance for EPA Office of Marine & Estuarine Programs for developing
estuarine cleanup programs nationwide. Conducted environmental assessments at Superfund
sites for industrial and governmental clients.

Bays Program Coordinator, EPA Region 1 (1983.986)

Project leader for multi-million dollar program in Long Island Sound, Narragansett Bay, and
Buzzards Bay for development of comprehensive pollution management programs. Also
provided chief technical oversight for development of water quality standards for toxic
substances and model development for waste load allocations. Provided biological review of
secondary treatment waiver application for Boston Harbor. Assisted in drafting a section of the
proposed ocean incineration regulations.

NSF Science for Citizens Public Service Science Fellow, Amity Fndn. (198281)
Developed information on water management techniques for small farmers in Lane County,
Oregon, and disseminated that information through popular articles, conferences, workshops, and
site visits.

Co-Instructor, Shoals Marine Lab, Isles of Shoals, Cornell University. (1982)
Taught part of intensive summer course on marine pollution.

Co-director, Institute for Local Self reliance (19741975)
Developed information on urban food systems for this Washington, D.C. Policy/consulting

group.

English Teacher, Pool Moo Agricultural High School, Hongseong, Korea (1971973)
Taught 5 classes daily as a member of Volunteers in Asia, Stanford University.



Professional Societies

Ecological Society of America: Certified Senior Ecologist 1989

Estuarine Research Federation

Water Environment Federation

American Society of Limnology and Oceanography

Vice-chair, Association of Metropolitan Sewerage Authorities Water Quality Committee 1997

Member - Boards of Directors

San Francisco Estuary Institute (2002- )

Central and Northern CA Ocean Observing System (2006-)

Bay Delta Science Consortorium (2002-)

Central and Northern California Ocean Observing System (2005-)
Forum for the Future of San Francisco Bay. (2003-)

Save the Harbor /Save the Bay. (2000-2002)

North and South Rivers Watershed Association. (1988-1990)

Advisory Board Activities

EBMUD Blue Ribbon Committee (2006-)

CalFed Science Journal Editorial Board (2005-)

NOAA Multi-Stressor Review Panel (2006)

WERF Peer Review on Wet Weather Discharges (2005-)

Chair of WERF Peer Review on Mercury Discharges (2006-)

Heinz Center Sustainable Oceans & Coastal Watersheds SAB (2004-)

Bay Center Advisory Committee (2004-)

Interagency Ecological Program Coordinator Group (2003-)

Reviewer, National Status & Trends Program, NOAA (2005).

Jamaica Bay, NY Eutrophication Peer Review (2003-2005)

Florida Everglades Monitoring Program SAB (2004- 2005)

Victoria Harbour, Hong Kong Harbour Area Treatment Scheme SAB (2002-04)

San Francisco Bay Center Advisory Committee (2003- )

King County, WA Outfall Monitoring SAB (2002-2003)

Nominee, National Research Council Ocean Sciences Board (1997)

Nominee, EPA Science Advisory Board, Washington, D.C. (1997)

Visiting Committee, Chief Scientist, Ocean Assessment Division, NOAA. (1995)
Participant, National Research Council Committee on Science and Coastal Policy.(1995)
Member, MIT NOAA Sea Grant Advisory Board. (1990-1998)

Advisory Board, UMASS Boston, Environmental Sciences Program. (1988)

Rapporteur, CEQ Panel on Long-Term Environmental Research and Development.(1985)
Member, EPA OWRS Advisory Committee on Municipal Sludge - Ocean Dumping. (1982)
Participant, National Research Council Workshop on Land, Sea, and Air Options for the
Disposal of Industrial and Domestic Wastes.(1983)

External advisor for development of ocean incineration regulations, EPA Criteria and Standards
Division.(1983)



Expert testimony on biological impacts of incineration of hazardous wastes in the Gulf of
Mexico for the Gulf Coast Coalition. Testimony cited by Office of Technology
Assessment.(1983)

State Reviewer for DOE Appropriate Technology Grants Program. (1982)

Panel member, NJ Sea Grant Site Review. (1985)

Multi -Media Experience

NOAA Coastal Oceans Program Status and Trends Webpage. “Ask the Experts”
http://sotcpreview.nos.noaa.gov/bulletins/html/ccom_05/expert.html
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