
Stakeholder Advisory Group (SAG) 
San Francisco Bay Fish Project Quarterly Meeting 

Meeting Notes 
 

Tuesday, May 24, 2011, 12:00 - 4:00 PM 
Shoreline Nature Center, Berkeley 

 
 
 

1. Announcements and updates 
 

 Results from the February SAG meeting activity to prioritize hopes and 
expectations were presented.  See presentation called:  SAG’s Hopes and 
Expectations: Categorization Exercise Results 

 CDPH staff will be training the funded groups in June on fish 
contamination issues, the new advisory and evaluation.  CDPH staff will 
also be available to provide training for SAG members and their 
organizations.  Interested organizations were asked to fill out a brief 
survey on future training needs (see:  SAG Training Needs Assessment).     

 SAG members were asked to provide contact information and a 
description of their organization at previous SAG meetings.  This 
information is posted on a password protected areas on the project 
website:  www.sfei.org/sfbfp.  The password is:  SAG2011.  Please let us 
know of any corrections to the posted information. 

 
2. Introduce funded projects 
 
CDPH solicited input to the Grant Program RFP at the last SAG and during two 
conferences calls.  We incorporated some of this feedback into our process 
although we were not able to include all comments received.  The final RFP was 
released in late February.  Groups had 5 ½ weeks to respond; applications were 
due on April 1st.  CDPH received 9 applications and convened a five-member 
panel to review the applications: 
 

 Jan O’Hara, San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board 
 Geoff Brosseau, Bay Area Stormwater Management Agencies Association 
 Sandy Saeteurn, Asian Pacific Environmental Network 
 Gloria Brown, African American Community Health Advisory Committee 
 Shyaam Shabaka, EcoVillage Farm Learning Center 

 
The panel had to follow the criteria outlined in the RFP in reviewing the 
applications.  They read all applications and then met in late April for a full day.  
The panel selected four projects for funding: 



 
 California Indian Environmental Alliance 
 APA Family Support Services  
 Greenaction for Health and Environmental Justice  
 Kids for the Bay 

All groups were awarded $25,000 except Kids for the Bay which applied for and 
was awarded $20,000.  See the summary of the funded projects.  Next steps 
include finalizing MOAs with each group that describes major project activities 
and conducting a full day of training with the funded groups on June 13th. 
 
For a summary of the funded groups and their projects, see handout called:  
“SFB Grant Project Descriptions”. 
 
 
3. Presentation on New Advisory for San Francisco Bay 
 
See presentation called:  “OEHHA Updated SFB Advisory” by Margy Gassel from 
OEHHA and handout called:   “A Guide to Eating San Francisco Bay Fish and 
Shellfish”. 
 
The following comments were provided by the SAG members on the advisory 
handout: 
 

 Put a graphic of a grill 
 Have a watermark behind the text; put a picture of someone filleting a fish 
 The white croaker advice only applies if fillets are eaten.  What about fish 

eaten whole or in stews?  Should this information be put in the column or 
with an asterisk?  

 The Laurtizen Channel information might be missed because it is only in 
the red column.  Can this be put across all columns or with an asterisk? 

 There is not information about fish you buy from stores.  We would like to 
include this information but there was not enough room. 

 Is Chinook salmon the only salmon or are there others? Only Chinook  
 Do we have enough data on other fish that are not listed?  There were 

only 1-2 samples for herring, anchovies, turbot, and starry flounder.  Past 
sampling was designed to target the most popular species. 

 Brown rockfish are not accumulating chemical?  We have minimum size 
requirements.  The brown rockfish were small because the larger ones go 
outside the Bay.    

 Why are there not size requirements for striped bass?  We could not issue 
size-based advice because we could not identify a clear size cutoff on 
which to base advice. 

 The hand image is not clear unless you can read the information:  “for 
adults, for children” 



 To save space, put the advice on the number of servings directly on the 
meters. 

 Can “filet” or “skinless” go into the title or fish name? 
 You did a good job with these, with a lot of information.  There are links at 

the bottom for more information. 
 Group agreed to keep both tables (with different populations) together 

(same page and/or poster) 
 There are many parameters.  Consider using a wheel so you can see all 

the information and have it all be on one side. 
 

 
4. Discussion on Key Advisory Messages 
 
See presentation called:  “New SFB Advisory Key Messages” and handout 
called:  “key messages”.  The key messages are to be used as talking points.  
These are another resource to educate the public. 
 
Comments on key messages: 
 

 There has already been Channel 2 coverage of the Advisory. 
 The key messages reflect the approach of CDPH/OEHHA.  But, the 

messages do not include anything about subsistence fishing. 
 Store bought fish needs to be included 
 Key message #8 is too passive for what you want.  It needs to be more 

direct and clear, e.g., It is unsafe to eat white croaker with the skin on. 
 It’s not clear what the purpose of the talking points is. If Water Board staff 

were discussing this issue with the press, we would emphasize other, big 
picture, points, i.e., we need education in the short term while we work on 
cleaning up the Bay. 

 What happened to the advice about eating fish from a variety of locations?  
Should people still do that?  There is not a consistent pattern of 
contamination that would indicate hot spots.  We don’t tell people to eat 
fish from a variety of locations in the Bay. 

 Bring public education folks to the table and distill the message down to a 
catch phrase that is short, sweet, and memorable, almost like a marketing 
campaign.  

 Add “We are doing other work; this is the information that we currently 
have.” 

 
5. Discussion on Educational Materials Development 
 
We can help funded groups with materials development.  We can provide 
graphics support.  SAG members were asked what languages are needed for 
educational materials, such as the advisory brochure? Currently, we are planning 



on English, Spanish and Chinese.  We may be able to add 2-3 additional 
languages.  Which languages would be most useful? 
 
Comments: 

 SFDPH:  Lao, Cambodian, Korean, Vietnamese, and Tagalog 
 San Mateo County EH:  Tagalog.  Also, note that there are language 

differences between North and South Vietnamese.  For the Bay area, we 
need translations for South Vietnamese. 

 APA:  Vietnamese, Samoan, and Tagalog are most important, but we also 
need Korean, Lao, Cambodian, and Japanese for our project.  We can 
also review materials to make sure they are correct and culturally 
appropriate. 

 Alameda Co.:  We’ll check with staff and get back to you. 
 
Other comments: 

 Priority should be to get materials translated to meet the needs of the 
funded groups. 

 There was a suggestion to use Google translate to translate web pages.  
CDPH noted that these translations were not always accurate or culturally 
appropriate. 

 There are many Filipinos in the Coast Area 

How many should be printed? 
Comments: 

 Make brochures available on website so groups can print. 
 Should recalculate necessary amounts on a yearly basis. 
 Ian said CDPH was thinking about doing ~5,000 copies in English with 

additional copies in the other languages.  

Comments on low literacy brochure for women: 
 People thought this looked promising and would serve its purpose of 

targeting the audience that we want. 
 Very clear display of what not to eat and store bought fish. 
 What is the difference between never eat and avoid?  Should these 

sections be combined? 
 This does not say anything about the skin-off. 
 Incorporate the word ‘OR’ in the middle of the page (between commercial 

and sport fish) 
 Write ‘This is an adult hand’ next to the hand images 

What are other ideas for materials that would be helpful?  We can’t develop 
these right now but may want to consider these for the future. 
 



 Develop a wheel with advisory information 
 Pocket-sized, water-proof reference guide, such as the one developed for 

the Palos Verdes Shelf or by the Monterey Bay Aquarium 
 Something for the fridge or the kitchen 
 Something that anglers would actually use (e.g. ruler or stickers) 
 Key Message suggestion: “Fillet your Fish” 
 Give key messages to high school groups, Art academies and ask if they 

could come up with a public announcement or some other artistic 
expression. Make this a competition. 

 Tie into Dockwalkers program 

3 foot by 2 foot sticker with messages on them. Stick stickers on garbage cans.  
Ethan will send a photo of one of these stickers. 
 
6. Discussion on media activities 

 Counties are willing to be part of a press release 
 A variety of possible media contacts are on the table, so Water Board staff 

will check to see what role the Water Board should have. 
 BASMAA is does press releases and six yearly “pitches” with a media 

consultant who can help frame and pitch a campaign to the media. 
 Suggestion to wait to do press release until projects are up and moving 

and there are activities happening. 
 Another suggestion is to do the press release at the end of the grant 

projects. 
 The Shoreline Nature Center organizes the Berkeley Bay Festival.  A 

media event could be organized in conjunction with this yearly festival that 
takes place in April. 

 Media can be linked to East Bay Parks “Health Parks Healthy People 
Initiative”. 

 CDPH will talk with the funded group to see if we can plan media activities 
around their project activities. 

Ian proposed forming a subcommittee to discuss sign development over the 
summer. 

 Marc, James, Ethan, Patty, Lisa, and Farmmary are interested in meeting 
over the summer to discuss sign development.   

 Geoff can ask public education staff from cities he works whether they are 
interested in participating 

 Ian will send an email to the group asking for volunteers. 

The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, Sept. 8th at the Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Shoreline Park in Oakland.  We have invited Carmen White from USEPA to  



present on signage and other outreach activities from the Palos Verdes Shelf 
project in Los Angeles. 
 
 
 
End Meeting 
 
 
7. Meeting attendees: 
 
Aida Negrón   California Department of Public Health 
Alyce Ujihara   California Department of Public Health 
Amor Santiago  APA Family Support Services 
Ethan Rotman  SF Bay Area California Department of Fish and Game 
Farmmary Saephan  APA Family Support Services 
Geoff Brosseau  Bay Area Stormwater Management Agencies 
                                           Association 
Ian Walker   California Department of Public Health 
James Frank   East Bay Regional Park District 
Janet O'Hara  SFB Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Lisa He   Greenaction for Health and Environmental Justice 
Luisa Valiela  USEPA 
Mandi Billinge  Kids for the Bay 
Marc Mullaney  San Mateo County Environmental Health 
Margy Gassel  Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 
Michael Kent   Contra Costa Health Services, Office of the Director 
Patty Donald   City of Berkeley, Shorebird Park Nature Center 
Rose Chan   Greenaction for Health and Environmental Justice 
Samson Duque  San Francisco Department of Public Health 
                                           Environmental Health Services, Water Quality 
Tivo Rojas -Cheatham California Department of Public Health 
Young  Fong   Alameda County Department of Environmental Health 


