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"Simply  put,  if  we do not  change  our
practices  and  our  policies,  there  will  be
grim  consequences  for  our  future,"
Joshua  Reichert,  director  of
Environment  Programs  at The  Pew
Charitable  Trusts,  said  as he
announced  the  award  of  10 marine
conservation  fellowships.
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Marine  conservationists  win
fellowships
Monday, July 13, 1998
Web posted at 2:04 PM ET

By Environmental News Network staff

(ENN) -- Ten marine
conservationists -- ranging
from a fisherman to
academicians and ecological
economists to grassroots
activists -- have been
awarded $150,000
fellowships by the Pew
Fellows Program in Marine
Conservation.

An initiative of The Pew
Charitable Trusts in
partnership with the New
England Aquarium, the
fellowships, which are
awarded annually, are
designed to recognize the
outstanding work of 10
individuals from diverse disciplines within the marine realm. The 1998
Year of the Ocean recipients are from Australia, Brazil, the United
States and the United Kingdom.

"While the oceans cover more than 70 percent of the globe and are
integral to all life on Earth, we have allowed them to deteriorate to a
point of crisis", says Joshua Reichert, director of Environment
Programs at The Pew Charitable Trusts. "The majority of damage
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remains hidden deep beneath the surface, and without visual
admonition, the general public does not comprehend the urgency with
which we must act. Simply put, if we do not change our practices and
our policies, there will be grim consequences for our future."

This year's recipients are:

Richard B. Allen, a commercial fisherman and fisheries
consultant for 30 years. He will use his Pew fellowship to
address tensions between fisheries scientists and lobster
fishermen by introducing computer simulation models of the
fishery to the commercial fishing community. The project will
familiarize fishermen with science management tools and enable
them to explore alternative lobster conservation and management
strategies while enhancing their understanding of the biological
and economic benefits of sound lobster conservation programs.

John C. Avise, a professor of genetics at the University of
Georgia focusing on natural history, ecology, and the evolution
and conservation of marine populations using genetic markers.
Avise's Pew fellowship will be used to research and summarize
the sciences of phylogeography (principles and processes
governing the geographic distributions of genetic lineages) and
molecular natural history, and their synergistic role in marine
conservation. The result will be two textbooks that address the
interface of molecular biology, population biology and
conservation genetics.

Andrew N. Cohen, a scientist at the San Francisco Estuary
Institute in 1997, where he has developed and is directing a
science/policy research program focusing on marine and
freshwater biological invasions and their conservation impacts.
Cohen's Pew fellowship will be used to research, identify, and
report on the patterns and effects of biological invasions in
tropical coastal waters. The project will highlight specific
problem areas and conservation risks in order to raise public and
government awareness and prompt development of needed
management policies and initiatives.

Mauro Maida, a scientist at the Federal University of
Pernambuco in Brazil. Maida's research addresses the
management and conservation of coral reefs in Brazil (the only
coral reefs in the entire South Atlantic), which have the highest
proportion of endemic coral species in the world. His Pew
fellowship will be used to conduct a broad reef survey, a study
of reef recovery capacity, and to map potential sources of coral
"recruits" (corals and fish) to replenish depleted reefs. Results
will support appropriate zoning, utilization and management of
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the 1997 designated Costa dos Corais marine protected area, the
largest in Brazil.

Helene D. Marsh, a professor at James Cook University,
Australia, focusing on marine wildlife ecology, coastal
management and indigenous resource management. Marsh's Pew
fellowship project brings together government and indigenous
community stakeholders to address sustainable co-management
of endangered dugongs in Australia. Activities include
development of new methodologies to estimate endangered
populations, integration of traditional knowledge and practices
with western science for sound management plans, and creation
of culturally appropriate educational materials. The result will be
a sustainable co-management plan that can serve as a model for
negotiating marine protection in similar situations throughout the
region.

Laurence D. Mee, a professor at the Plymouth Environmental
Research Center in the United Kingdom. Previously he was
coordinator of the GEF Black Sea Environmental Program for
five years. Mee will use his Pew fellowship to address marine
degradation in the Black Sea region. Activities include
development and dissemination of a public version of the 1996
Black Sea Strategic Action Plan, organization of regional
workshops for environmental educators, and production of a
book that presents scientific evidence of Black Sea degradation
and examines both the societal root causes and solutions based
on changes in values and attitudes.

Robert C. Repetto is a senior fellow at the World Resources
Institute where he founded and directed the economics program
for 14 years. He is also a Senior Advisor to the firm of Hagler
Bailly Environmental Services in Boulder, Colorado and holds
the Tim Worth Chair at the Institute of Policy, Research and
Implementation at the University of Colorado Graduate School
of Public Affairs in Denver. Repetto is considered one of the
world's leading authorities on the economics of sustainable
development. He will use his fellowship in a project at the
Marine Policy Center of the Woods Hole Oceanographic
Institution developing economic accounting models that reflect
the value of marine resources, and will promote their integration
into national economic statistics and frameworks for sustainable
ocean policy.

Robert S. Steneck, a professor at the University of Maine
School of Marine Sciences, based at the Darling Marine Center.
His Pew award will support co-management initiatives for
lobster and urchin fisheries in Maine by bringing together
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science, industry and fisheries stakeholders to promote
collaboration and infuse solid science into management
decisions. Planned activities include sea sampling pilot projects,
broad dissemination of data through science and trade journals,
stakeholder workshops on fisheries science and management,
and participation in fisheries management meetings.

Mia J. Tegner, a research marine biologist at the Scripps
Institution of Oceanography, University of California, San
Diego. Her Pew fellowship will be used to begin development of
an ecosystem approach for conservation of the collapsed abalone
fishery in California. Through laboratory research and field
experiments she will assess the effects of temperature and food
quality and quantity on the reproduction of abalones. In
particular, she will examine the impact of such global
phenomena as El Niño on kelp, the main staple for abalones.
Resulting data will be used to establish improved methods for
fisheries management based on fluctuating ecosystem conditions
in the entire southern kelp range of California and Mexico.

Les Watling is a professor of oceanography at the University of
Maine School of Marine Science based at the Darling Marine
Center. Watling's work focuses on the ecology and effects of
habitat destruction of benthic (muddy sediment) ecosystems. His
Pew award will be used to assess and compare the impact of
mobile fishing gear, specifically bottom-trawling, on these
benthic habitats in three diverse regions across the United States.
Little is known about the impact of this practice on organisms
living in sea- floor sediments, the primary food source for many
bottom-trawled fish. Using video footage of ocean-floor
destruction, he will conduct outreach activities to improve
policies and enhance conservation for marine habitats and
sustainable fisheries.

In addition to enhancing marine conservation policies and practices,
the fellowship program seeks to foster greater public understanding of
the direct and crucial relationship between life in the sea and life on
land.

The fellowships are highly competitive awards based on the applied
conservation merit of the proposal, the individual's professional
achievement, and the potential impact of the project. Since the launch
of the awards in 1990, Pew Fellows have been selected from
throughout the United States and countries around the world including
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, India, Jamaica, Kenya,
Mexico, Palau, Poland, Russia, South Africa, Sweden, Tanzania,
Turkey, the UK and Vietnam.
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The Pew Charitable Trusts are among the largest philanthropies in the
United States, supporting nonprofit activities in the environment,
culture, education, health and human services, public policy, and
religion. The New England Aquarium opened in 1969 as the nation's
first modern aquarium and is known for its role in regional, national
and international marine conservation efforts and for its innovative
educational programs.
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