Alameda beachgoers warned about rash of redness

® Dozens of children, adults
contract cases of possible
‘swimmer's itch’ at Crown

By Hanna Tamrat
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ALAMEDA — Warning signs of
a parasite that may cause “swim-
mer's itch™ have been posted al
Robert W, Crown Memorial State
Beach in Alameda, but some Kite-
boarders were still splashing in
the waters Monday.

The East Bay Reglonal Park
District posted the yellow signs
over the weekend on the beach
along Shoreline Drive and the
beach’s recreation area. The warn-

ing was issued by Alameda County
Public Health Services.

First reports of the rash came
June 10, and more cases were re-
ported last weekend, according (o
park officials.

Nearly 70 children and two
adults suffered lichy red pimples
on their feet and ankles late last
week. It may be “swimmer’s itch,”
also called cercarial dermatitis,
said Cynthia Bartus Jepsen, coun-
ty environmental health super-
visor.

But county health officials are
still studying whether a particular
parasite that causes the rash is
present at the beach, Jepsen said.

Please see ITCH, News 7

KATE
MACDONALD,
a kite-board
surfer, was
not aware of
the advisory
signs posted
at Crown Me-
morial Beach
in Alameda
warning of
parasites
that cause
rashes.



