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A MASSIVE colony of didemnum, or sea squirt, grows on a rope off Sausalito in San Franc;scn Ee«;,.I

Scientists track ahen Specws mfestmg Bay, Delta

B New Web site monitors
spread of invasive breeds in
an estuary that is, by
reputation, most highly
invaded in the world

By Mike Taugher
TIMES STAFF WHITER

In fall 1986, community col-
lege biology students in Suisun
Bay dredged up three clams of a
type never seen before in the San
Francisco Bay or Delta.

By the following summer, the
clam was the most abundant bot-
tom-dwelling organism in the re-
gion.

Today, it gmwr. 50 densely that
as many as 48,000 of them can
crowd in a 3-by-3 square.

| , Commonly called the overbite 5 gayRYI | US SCHLOSSERI colony is one of many s::ac:as in |

clam or Asian clam, the biologi- |
the San Francisco Bay. In some places in the Bay, 90 percent of

See ALIEN, Page 4 plants and animals are alien species, not native to the area.




