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LONG BEACH — Huge cranes
tower over a ship to unload its
cargo from Asia onto awaiting
trucks. From a small hole on the
stern, a spout of water streams
gently into the Pacific.

The water, called ballast, is
harely a drop in the bucket of the
ocean, but this water comes from
thousands of miles away. It was
scooped up from foreign sheres to
help stabilize the ship for its ocean
journey.

The problem is that it can con-
tain a simmering stew of alien erea-
tures — crabs, clams, worms, sea
squirts, you name it — that would
never make it this far on their own.
These invaders arrive every day at
the nation's busiest harbors and
ports around the country. Once
here, they overlake native marine
animals, dramatically alter habi-
tats and threaten fisheries and
drinking water supplies.

Many are here to stay.

“This isn't just a problem, this is
a problem that's only getting
worse,” said Gretthen Tambert, a
University of Washington marine
biologist who has documented in-
vasive species in waters off Califor-
nia, Washington state, Alaska and
Hawaii.

Exotic animals thrive because
they are free from evolved compe-
tition, disease and predators and
often bring diseases that give them
an unfair advantage.

“The marine environment is the
most difficult to try to deal with
and 1 don't know frankly how to
get rid of any of the exotics that
have already become established,”
said Lambert, who noted that Aus-
tralian officials once dumped tons
of bleach into a harbor area to
destroy an invasive species.

Though not the sole source, bal-
last water has become the primary
focus in the war against aguatic
invaders.

Ballast water carried the poster
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A Chinese mitten crab, one of 240
foreign species in the Bay i
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