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Mitten crabs like this one, first seen in San Francsico
Bay in 1992, have been found in the Petaluma Turning
Basin and as far east as Suisin Bay. They're considered
a threat o levees because they burrow,
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Mitten crabs get claw-hold

Invader species
to Delta levees

By GUY ROVNER
Press Democrat Burean

PETALUMA — The newest
alien in the murky Petaluma
River is the Chinese mitlen crab, a
furry-clawed crustacean that is
fanning out from its adopted home
in San Francisco Bay and possibly
threatening Sacramento Delta le-
vees and rice crops.

A delicacy in China, where it
originated, the olive-gray mitten
crab already is a nuisance to South
Bay shrimp trawlers, whose nets
can be crammed with hundreds of
crabs a day, sajl; Andy Cohen, a

researcher at the University of
California, Berkeley, who tracks
invader species in the Bay.

“They seem to be spreading”
said Cohen, who found three or
four juvenile mitten crabs in June
on pilings where the Petaluma
Queen riverboal docks in the
Petaluma River Turning Basin, 13
miles from San Pablo Bay.

Earlier this vear, two mitten
crabs were collected from Suisun
Bay, next door to the Delta, with
the Sacramento Valley rice fields
— home to a $650 million-a-year
crop — lving to the east.

Cohen has put out a “wanted"
poster with a drawing of the
spidery miftten crab, asking any-
one who finds one to report the
date and place W him at UC

Berkeley's Energy and Resources
Group at (510) 848-1029,

Because the crabs dig burrows
up to two feet into mud banks,
Cohen said there is worry a large
population could damage the mas-
sive, sprawling system of Delta
levees and berms. Water agency
officials have expressed fears, but
said they know of no countermea-
sures to the crabs.

Rice farmers already have pests
to contend with, including crayfish
that burrow through their earthen
dikes.

“We're not worried about it,"”
John Roberts, California Rice In-
dustry Association executive di-
rector, said of the mitten crab.

Live import of mitten crabs was
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